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    (A report by the Queensland Wader Study Group ) 
 
2008 Queensland Wader Study Group also started to focus attention on resident shorebirds with particular 
attention to Bush-stone Curlew. 
 
To date 129 birds have been fitted with individually identifiable leg flags, the majority on Coochiemudlo, but 
small numbers have also been banded on Macleay Island, Russell Island, Karragarra and on the mainland at 
Cleveland and also Victoria Point. Monthly visits have been made to Coochiemudlo since 2009 to collect flag 
sightings and count birds and further surveys on other islands in the bay have been made to count stone-
curlews and record any leg flags. To date there have been 331 individual resightings made, 101 in 2012. 
These monthly visits have also provided an opportunity to record hatching and rearing success for a number 
of pairs as well as looking at local movements and dispersal away from the island. 
 
Monitoring nesting birds was difficult due to their mobility and ability to hide but nonetheless 23 pairs were 
monitored in 2012. Hatching success was 1.44 birds per breeding attempt in 2012, a significant improvement 
on 2011 and on a par with hatching success for other years monitored. Average rearing success per breeding 
attempt was 1.23, again a return to more normal productivity after 2011’s abnormally low productivity... This 
data is shown in the figures below and will continue to be updated annually from now on. 
 
Count data provided by Redland City Council continues to indicate consistent growth in the Coochiemudlo 
population with 191 counted on the island in February 2012. This is the third highest count since counting 
started in 1997. Monthly counts on Coochiemudlo also suggest an increasing population and also show 
variances in the numbers counted throughout the year which are shown below. Whether these differences 
reflect more secretive behaviour at different times of the year or demonstrate that birds disperse away from 
the island at certain times requires further evaluation. 
 

A small number of birds (at least fourteen) have 
now been recorded away from Coochiemudlo. At 
least two of the sightings are of birds leaving 
Coochiemudlo and breeding on the mainland, the 
remainder being re-sightings of birds either alone 
or in non-breeding groups, either on the 
mainland or on other Moreton Bay islands. 
 
The majority of records of flagged birds were 
within 1km of the banding location indicating a 
relatively sedentary existence. Regular monthly 
visits as well as the Redland City Council annual 
counts only turn up very small percentages of the 
total birds leg flagged indicating that birds are 
either dispersing widely and remaining 
undetected, or that surveys are significantly 
underestimating the number of birds as they miss 
many individuals. To date, attempts to widen the 
survey and find dispersing birds have failed to 
provide further re-sightings. 
 
 

Wildlife Queensland Bayside Branch would like to help close the gap on un-answered questions about the 
location and movement of Bush Curlews by utilising photographs taken by the community. Using your iPhone 
or similar location savvy phone we can pin point the exact location. See our blog for more details. 
https://curlewwatch.wordpress.com/report-a-curlew-sighting/  
 
Reference: Jon Coleman 24/12/2012 Queensland Wader Study Group. 
 

 
 
 
 

Never doubt that a small, group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.        Margaret Mead. 

 

 


